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T
he A

nthroposophical S
ociety is based on theosophical beliefs of

R
udolf S

teiner and has its center place in the greater B
asle area,

S
w

itzerland. 
T

he 
A

nthroposophical
S

ociety is 
basically 

a 
non-profit 

or-
ganisation, although 

there 
are 

com
-

m
ercial 

enterprises 
located 

near-by
w

hich follow
 the anthroposophical be-

liefs.
T

he anthroposophists offer a 
variety

of educational, scientific, m
edical and

artistic activities and teaching courses.

T
he architectural core of the A

nthro-
posophical S

ociety is the breath-taking
G

oetheanum
 building. (F

igure 2). T
he

anthroposophical 
m

ovem
ent 

is 
no

form
al 

organized 
‘holding 

com
pany’.

B
eside the 

A
nthroposophical 

S
ociety

itself, there 
are 

dozens 
of 

affiliated
institutions, 

located 
around 

the 
G

o-
etheanum

 building. T
ogether they developed a kind 

of 
innovative

m
ilieu, w

here in 1994 around 1000 people are em
ployed.

T
hese non-profit institutions can be divided in five groups:

•
schools: kindergarten, W

aldorf and S
teiner schools, teacher and

curative education, training in therapeutic and artistic skills.
•

m
edical institutions: m

edical care, m
edical training, m

anufacture

of m
edicine.

•
curative 

institutions: 
schooling 

for 
handicapped 

children 
and

adults, m
edical and therapeutic support, training in social ther-

apy, creative courses for m
entally handicapped people.

•
hom

es for elderly people
•

financial institutions: savings &
 loans (on basis of ethical criteria),

fundraising for education, research and artistic projects, subsi-
dies for real estate costs of anthroposophical institutions.
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T
he effects of private - households and firm

s - and governm
ental

actors on a regional econom
y alw

ays have been one of the m
ain

subjects in regional science. In the last decades private non-profit
organisations (N

P
O

) or non-governm
ental organisations (N

G
O

) de-
veloped an increasing im

portance in politics and econom
y. In legal

term
s these organisations are private, but they differ in behaviour

and structure from
 profit oriented private firm

s. T
hey often supply

goods w
ith a character of goods traditionally offered by the public

sector - e.g. education, healthcare, non-profit oriented science etc.
F

or m
ost of these goods there is no m

arket allocation, because the
activities of N

P
O

s usually are financed by donations and subscrip-
tions of their m

em
bers. T

his induces spatial spillovers 
sim

ilar 
to

governm
ental activities: som

e regions benefit m
ore than they have

to pay for. T
hus, a large N

P
O

 m
ay have influence on a sm

all re-
gion’s econom

y.

T
he in

cid
en

ce an
alysis has been applied in the U

S
A

 during the
60s and 70s to evaluate the redistribution effects of federal fiscal
policy. In the 80s the instrum

ent had been adapted in S
w

itzerland
as reg

io
n

al in
cid

en
ce an

alysis (R
IA

) to investigate spatial ef-
fects of governm

ental infrastructure investm
ents. In this study the

R
IA

 is applied to com
prehend the econom

ic im
pact of a large N

P
O

- the A
nthroposophical S

ociety - on the location region.

R
egional 

redistribution 
effects 

first 
concern 

flo
w

s 
o

f 
m

o
n

ey,
g

o
o

d
s and b

en
efits w

hich are caused by the construction or the
operation of a infrastructure (F

igure 3).
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In a second dim
ension, three levels 

of 
adaptation 

of 
a 

regional
econom

y m
ust be taken into account:

•
prim

ary: short-run changes of regional incom
e, offer of 

goods

and direct benefits for the local population;
•

secondary: m
edium

-run adaptations, w
ith regional m

ultiplier 
ef-

fects and shifting burdens of costs;
•

tertiary: 
long-run 

adaptations 
in 

locations 
of 

households 
and

firm
s.

F
igure 4 show

s the effects analysed. F
irst w

e focused on the dis-
tribution of incom

es and expenditures of the A
nthroposophical S

oci-
ety. F

or the year 1994 all m
oney flow

s of the S
ociety w

ere ana-
lysed concerning their spatial incidence. T

hen w
e used three ques-

tionnaires to gather inform
ation on the interregional 

m
oney 

flow
s

caused by: the over 540 students and 159.000 annual visitors, and
the m

ore than 40 anthroposophical institutions located close to the.
F

inally, long-term
 effects on the level of goods and benefits w

ere
evaluated on grounds of plausibility.

E
m

p
irical fin

d
in

g
s

Level of flow
s of m

oney:

F
igure 5 show

s the redistribution of m
oney am

ong the three subre-
gions: D

ornach and A
rlesheim

 as the location com
m

unes 
of 

the
G

oetheanum
 (subregion I), 

the 
rest 

of 
the 

greater 
B

asle 
area

(subregion II) and the ‘rest of the w
orld’ (subregion III). 

T
ogether,

all anthroposophical institutions have an annual turnover 
of 

m
ore

than 150 m
illion S

w
iss francs.

F
igure 5: Interregional redistribution of funds

T
his redistribution 

of 
purchasing 

pow
er 

is 
com

parable 
to 

som
e

S
w

iss universities, but there is a m
uch higher share in 

the 
G

o-
etheanum

 case com
ing to the location region from

 
outside. 

T
he

positive flow
 of m

oney into the B
asle area am

ounts to 65 m
illion

S
w

iss francs. T
he tw

o location com
m

unes get the chunk: the posi-
tive annual balance for D

ornach is over 35 
m

illion 
francs, 

w
hich

equals 6.080 francs per capita, w
ithout considering regional m

ultipli-
ers.

Level of flow
 of goods and services:

•
T

he spatial distribution of costs and earnings w
as estim

ated ac-

cording to the use of provided goods and services. T
his goes by

the assum
ption, that the value of the provided goods and serv-

ices equals their production costs.
•

T
he balance of incidence on the level of goods show

s, that the

spatial redistribution effects are rather sm
all. S

till, subregions I
and 

II 
profit 

due 
to 

the 
w

orldw
ide 

significance 
of 

the 
G

o-
etheanum

.
•

S
ubregion III shares the biggest part of the costs of infrastruc-

ture. S
ubregion I uses, due to ist large 

proportion 
of 

anthro-
posophical institutions, a fair am

ount of anthroposophical goods
and services locally.

•
S

ince the anthroposophists provide various goods and services

that in general are delivered or subsidized by public bodies, there
are external financial savings, especially for public education and
hospitals in subregion I.

•
W

hile in education regional 
redistribution 

effects 
are 

relatively

low
, 

external 
savings 

for 
anthroposophical 

kindergarten 
and

schools are quite significant, especially in subregion I.
•

A
nthroposophical hospitals provide services 

and 
goods 

to 
the

local and regional public w
hich reduce the paym

ent of deficits to
public hospitals by regional authorities.

•
S

om
e pecularities: in the tw

o location com
m

unes, one can de-

tect a kind of ‘internal’ econom
ic circle, due 

to 
the 

anthropo-
sophists’ ow

n consum
ption patterns. M

oney is spent in favor of
anthroposophical goods and services 

and 
thus 

gets 
‘recycled’

w
ithin their ow

n spheres. A
lthough this circle is not fully closed, it

still parallels the ‘norm
al’ econom

ic flow
 of funds to a certain de-

gree.
Level of benefits/utility:

•
T

he benefits the population draw
s

funds and the provision of infrastru
to person, from

 region to region.
•

D
ornach has a bigger share of ant h

in exchange generate m
uss less flo

A
rlesheim

.
•

T
hinking in w

elfare econom
ics, so m

im
pression of not profitting enough

tial. R
eal estate w

hich is used or
could yield m

uch m
ore m

oney w
he

real estate could m
ean better tax

the above m
entioned ‘internal econ

ute to old prejudice tow
ards the an

A
rlesheim

 is m
ore open, their int

and therefore their share is bigger.
•

E
ducation, m

edical therapy and pro

artistic events are accepted by t
use of, w

hereas non-anthroposop
get involved w

ith other aspects of t
•

E
xternal effects, e.g. arising from

 

the G
oetheanum

 influence how
 an

R
eknow

ned cultural events or the o
crease 

the 
attractivity 

of 
the 

c
P

robably m
ost of these external 

area itself and only to a lesser exte
•

N
egative external effects, especial

G
oetheanum

’s m
any visitors, w

hic
and jam

 the area at certain days. S
tation draw

s m
any people from

 a
than average percentage 

of 
fore

com
bination w

ith a high percentag
the 

once 
rural 

village 
undergoes

evokes ill feelings w
ith certain peop

G
en

eral co
n

clu
sio

n
s

•
T

he anthroposophical ‘m
ilieu’ contr

value added and generates over on
•

T
here is a annual flow

 of addition

S
w

iss francs into that region.
•

in contrast to the level of flow
 of f u

the provision of goods is m
uch less

•
D

ornach hosts the bulk of institutio

flow
 of funds than the ones in A

rles
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